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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. The rejection applied to claims 1-7 and 14-23 in the previous office action dated 
6/20/2005 is maintained. Refer to said office action for the rejection with respect to said 
claims. 

3. Claims 24-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Morrison et al. (PN 5,612,927) in view of Sato et al. (PN 5,587,854). With respect to 
claim 24, Morrison teaches a magnetic disk device removable from an apparatus body, 
the magnetic disk device comprising: a case (12) including an upper case portion (12a), 
a lower case portion (12b), and a connector portion (41 , 42, 44, 46); a driving unit (25) 
including a magnetic disk and a rotary driver operable to rotationally drive a magnetic 
disk (col 5, 44-49), wherein the driving unit is installed in the case; and a connector (42) 
for connecting the driving unit and the apparatus body, the connector located in the 
connector portion (see Fig. 2); Morrison lacks first and second elastic supporting 
member and a locking member. Sato teaches a case (3) including at least one first 
elastic supporting member connected with the lower case portion (70 Is a rubber 
material, see Figs. 13A-14B and col 9, 13-22); a locking member (4) connected with the 
lower case portion (4 is connected to the lower case portion through the buttons 6 and 
sidewalls, see Fig. 1 , 6); at least one second elastic supporting member connected with 
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the upper case portion (70 is connected to all sides of the case); wherein the first and 
second elastic supporting members are operable to elastically support the driving unit; 
force applied to the external of the case is operable to move the locking member to a 
locked position (see Fig. 2A) and an unlocked position (see Fig. 3, 4 is moved by an 
external force via 6a), and the driving unit (1) is locked when the locking member is in 
the locked position and unlocked when the locking member is the unlocked position. A 
person of ordinary skill could modify the sleeve (12) of Morrison to utilize the sliding 
locking member (4) and connector (2) of Sato where the key elements (60, 61, 62, 63) 
of Morrison would move the locking member to the locked position while still allowing 
the bay (16) to function as intended by Morrison. It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the drive sleeve and bay of Monrison with 
the drive case and the teaching of utilizing shock absorbing materials inside the case of 
Sato to obtain a sleeve for use with a bay with a sliding locking member for the benefit 
of an increased protection from shock and the ability to remove the drive unit from the 
sleeve without disassembling the sleeve. 

4. With respect to claim 25, Sato teaches wherein a front portion corresponds to a 
side of the magnetic disk device in which the connector is disposed (2, see Fig. 1 , 2A) 
and a rear portion corresponds to the side opposite to the front portion (3b, see Fig. 2A), 
the locking member (4) reaches the unlocked position by moving towards the front 
portion of the magnetic disk device relative to the case, and the locking member 
reaches the locked position by moving towards the rear portion of the magnetic disk 
device relative to the case (see Fig. 2A, 3). 
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5. With respect to claim 26, Morrison teaches wherein the locking member is biased 
by a biasing member (82c, 84c) in the direction of the unlocked position (the wedge 82c, 
84c biases the locking member through the case away from the first engager where the 
first engager is not locking the locking member, therefore the locking member is biased 
in an unlocked direction, see Fig. 1 , 3). 

6. With respect to claim 27, Sato teaches wherein the locking member (4) is 
disposed at an inner side of the case (see Fig. 2A), and has a switching protrusion 
exposed (6) at an outer surface of the case that may be accessed from the exterior of 
the case. 

7. With respect to claim 28, Sato teaches wherein a side surface of the case has a 
slit (3d3), the locking member (4) Is movable toward and away from the front portion of 
the magnetic disk device (see Fig. 2A, 3), and the switching protrusion (6) on the 
locking member Is located in the slit (see Fig. 2B). 

8. With respect to claim 29. Sato teaches wherein the side surface of the case has 
a groove (3d) extending forward and backward, and the slit (3d3) opens In the groove 
(see Fig. 2B). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claim 30 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten In independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any Intervening claims. 
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1 0. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The allowability resides in the overall structure of the device as recited In 
dependant apparatus claim 30 and at least in part, because claim 30 recites: "a sliding 
member disposed between the left and right plates and above the bottom plate, the 
sliding member including at least one switching hole; ... a second engager comprising a 
flat portion located below the bottom plate and at least one sliding protrusion located in 
the at least one switching hole and operable to engage a second end of the switching 
protrusion...". 

The aforementioned limitations in combination with all remaining limitations of 
claim 24 is believed to render said claim 30 and all claims dependent therefrom 
patentable over the art of record. 

The closest reference to the present invention is believed to be Morrison et al 
(PN 5,612,927). 

Morrison teaches wherein a sliding member disposed between the left and right 
plates and above the bottom plate, but did not disclose "a sliding member disposed 
between the left and right plates and above the bottom plate, the sliding member 
including at least one switching hole; ... a second engager comprising a flat portion 
located below the bottom plate and at least one sliding protrusion located in the at least 
one switching hole and operable to engage a second end of the switching protrusion...". 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments filed 9/20/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant interprets Sato in a different manner than is presented in the 
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office action. The Applicant argues that the locking mechanism 5 of Sato would remain 
locked even when the disk storage unit 1 is removed from the outer case as shown in 
Fig. 3. The Examiner acknowledges that this may be a valid interpretation of Sato, but 
asserts that it is not the only valid interpretation. As stated in the rejection, the locking 
member 4 and the storage unit 1 are locked by locking mechanism 6 (see Fig. 2A. 2C). 
Therefore in the broadest reasonable interpretation, "the driving unit is locked in the 
case when the locking member is in the locked position". When the lock lever 6b is 
disengaged from the notch 3c (see Fig. 2C); then the locking member 4 and the storage 
unit 1 are in an unlocked position (Fig. 3). Therefore in the broadest reasonable 
interpretation, the driving unit is "unlocked in the case when the locking member is in 
the unlocked position". The Examiner asserts that this teaching falls within the scope of 
the claims, and maintains the rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Corey M. Broussard whose telephone number is 571 
272 2799. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached on 571 272 2092. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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